
 

April 20, 2020   4:00pm 
 

For Immediate Release  
 

Iowa County Health Department   

Director/Health Officer Debbie Siegenthaler RN, MSN 
 

Badger Bounce Back Plan Announced 
 

Iowa County – Governor Evers today announced Wisconsin's "Badger Bounce Back" plan  which outlines important 

criteria for Wisconsin to be able to reopen its economy in phases and includes steps to make sure workers and 

businesses are prepared to reopen as soon as it is safe to do so. In coordination with this announcement, at the 

direction of the governor, Wisconsin Department of Health Services Secretary -designee Andrea Palm issued 

Emergency Order #31 establishing the process and outlining the phases of the plan. The emergency order is 

available here.  
 

“As we've learned over the past month, in the most difficult of circumstances, Wisconsinites will rise to the 

occasion, helping each other and working together to do what's best for our families, our neighbors, and our 

communities,” said Gov. Evers. “That's what the Badger Bounce Back is all about: our resilience as a people and as 

a state. I am excited and hopeful about this plan. While being safe at home continu es to be important, this plan is 

an all-out attack on the virus and it begins the process of preparing our businesses and our workforce for the 

important planning that will result in the safe and logical reopening of our economy.”  
 

The Badger Bounce Back plan is informed in part by the President's Guidelines for Opening Up America Again that 

was issued by the White House on April 16, 2020. Currently, Wisconsin does not meet the criteria the White 

House established to start reopening our state. The Badger B ounce Back plan takes important steps to get the 

state of Wisconsin there.   
 

The goal of the Badger Bounce Back plan is to decrease cases and deaths to a low level, and increase capacity in 

our healthcare system so the phased reopening of businesses is possible. As part of that plan the state will be 

working to increase access to more testing and expand lab capacity. Under the Badger Bounce Back plan, 

everyone who needs a test should get a test. The state is setting a goal of 85,000 tests per week, averagi ng about 

12,000 tests per day. More information on the state's testing efforts was released earlier today, and is available 

for review here.  
 

Next, the state will be expanding contact tracing and more aggressively tracking the spread with the goal of ever y 

Wisconsinite who tests positive being interviewed within 24 hours of receiving their test results and their contacts 

being interviewed within 48 hours of test results.  
 

Additionally, the state will continue to pursue every avenue to grow Wisconsin’s sup ply of personal protective 

equipment (PPE) for healthcare and public safety entities to conduct COVID -19 testing, patient care, and public 

safety work. Finally, the plan works to bolster healthcare system capacity where patients can be treated without 

crisis care and there are more robust testing programs in place for at-risk healthcare workers.   
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https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/04/20/file_attachments/1431309/EMO31-BadgerBounceBack.pdf
http://www.iowacounty.org/


The state will be looking for a downward trajectory of influenza -like illnesses and COVID-19 symptoms reported 
within a 14-day period, and a downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 14-day 

period. When the state has seen these efforts be successful, Wisconsin can begin to turn the dial, re -open the 
state, and get businesses and workers back on their feet.  
 

The Badger Bounce Back plan is available here. The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation’s portion of 

the Badger Bounce Back plan aimed at helping to ensure workers and businesses are prepared and ready to 
bounce back is available here. The Badger Bounce Back plan in brief is also available here.  

Additional Resource: DHS COVID-19 Prepare Page 
 
 

Case Update  
 

         6  Positive Test Results in Iowa County  

     198  Negative Test Results in Iowa County  
  4,499 Positive Test Results in Wisconsin 

              46,603  Negative Test Results in Wisconsin  
  1,211 (27%) Hospitalizations  

     230  Deaths in Wisconsin   
 

For a broader picture of the number of cases and additional detail see 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/outbreaks/index.htm  

 
Announcements  
  

 Upland Hills Health Hospital and Clinics:  

o 4/6/2020: UHH is not accepting delivery of food, flowers or gifts.  Donations to the COVID-19 
Relief Fund will help fund new food service supplies and protocols for feeding staff and patients 

safely.  Donate by calling  608.930.7169  or at www.uplandhillshealth.org/relief 
o Effective 3/30 - UHH Clinics in Dodgeville, Mineral Point and Mt. Horeb are open 9 AM -3 PM 

Monday-Friday.    
 

 The Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry (WEAVR) is a secure, password-protected, web-

based volunteer registration system for health care and behavioral health professionals. Volunteers 

interested in filling critical response and recovery roles following a major public health emergency self -

register and are the only ones that can update their information.  Public health officials use the WEAVR 

registry to generate a list of volunteers to be contacted. Those contacted will be given information on 
where to report and the role that is needed, as well as the option to accept or decline the opportunity. 

Training will be provided at the reporting site.  Questions about WEAVR? See Frequently Asked Questions. 

 
Important Sources of Information 

 

 211 Wisconsin is an easy and helpful resource for COVID 19 questions.  Simply call 211 from your phone  

https://211wisconsin.communityos.org/  

 For localized information:  
 

Please monitor the following Social Media sites: 
Iowa County Public Health on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/iowacountyhealthdepartment/  

Upland Hills Health on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/UplandHillsHealthHospital/  

Iowa County Emergency Management on Twitter - https://twitter.com/ICEMWI 
Iowa County Emergency Management on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/icemwi/ 
 

Monitor the following websites: 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02653a.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/04/20/file_attachments/1431389/WEDC%20BBB_Wisconsin%20READY%20%28003%29.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02653.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjAuMjAzOTQ4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMud2lzY29uc2luLmdvdi9jb3ZpZC0xOS9wcmVwYXJlLmh0bSJ9.0ipyLzepi5I2NCuwZaQBGwULBxaLvbYfCNW2I8b6phg/br/77622552923-l
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/outbreaks/index.htm
https://www.uplandhillshealth.org/patient-visitors/covid-19-information/
https://www.uplandhillshealth.org/patient-visitors/covid-19-information/
http://www.uplandhillshealth.org/relief
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/preparedness/weavr/faq.htm
https://211wisconsin.communityos.org/
https://www.facebook.com/iowacountyhealthdepartment/
https://www.facebook.com/UplandHillsHealthHospital/
https://twitter.com/ICEMWI
https://www.facebook.com/icemwi/


Iowa County COVID 19  https://www.iowacounty.org/  
Upland Hills Health https://www.uplandhillshealth.org/patient-visitors/covid-19-novel-coronavirus-information/ 

WI Department of Health Services (DHS) https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/outbreaks/index.htm  
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

 

--end-- 
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